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FR. FRANS BERKHOUT, COUNCIL CHAPLAIN,
TRANSFERRING TO ST. FRANCIS CABRINI PARISH

An Open Letter from Fr. Tom Morgan,
Pastor of St. Jerome Parish

Dear Friends:

Fr. Frans receivbed word this week that he will be transferred to St. Francis Cabri-
ni in spring Hill, florida, on July 1, 2018

As is often the case, I know that when a priest is transferred parishioners feel a 
sense of loss. Fr. Frans will be missed. 

It is the natutre of being a parish priest to desire the opportunity to serve as a pas-
tor of a parish. I know that Fr. Frans is desirous of this opportunity. It is our hope 
that this next step in his journey will lead him a step closer to his dream.

I am grateful to Fr. Frans for his serice to our parish, for his support, and for his 
gifts that he has shared with us.

I want to invite you to join me for a farewell celebration for Fr. Frans on Sunday, 
June 3, 2018, at our 12:30 p.m. Mass. We will have a reception for Fr. Frans fol-
lowing the Mass in the Parish Center.

Please continue to pray for Fr. Frans as he makes this transition.

Respectfully in Christ..

Fr.. Tom Morgan Fr. Frans Berkhout

      The other night at the White House 
Correspondents’ Dinner, Michelle Wolf, 
who I’m told is a comedian, regaled the 
black-tie and sequin-gowned crowd 
with her “jokes.” Almost all were in 
extremely bad taste and/or wildly of-
fensive, but one has become accus-
tomed to that sort of coarseness in the 
comedy clubs and even on mainstream 
television. However, she crossed over 
into the territory of the morally appalling 
when she indulged in this bit of witticism 
regarding Vice President Mike Pence: 
“He thinks abortion is murder, which, 
first of all, don’t knock it until you’ve 
tried it. And when you do try it, really 
knock it, you know. You gotta get that 
baby out of there.” One is just at a loss 
for words.  I mean, even some in the 
severely left-leaning crowd in Washing-

ton groaned a bit at that remark.
     It might be helpful to remind our-
selves what Ms. Wolf is referencing 
when she speaks of “knocking that 
baby out of there.” She means the evis-
ceration, dismemberment, and vivisec-
tion of a child. And lest one think that 
we are just talking about “bundles of 
cells,” it is strict liberal orthodoxy that 
a baby can be aborted at any stage of 
its prenatal development, even while it 
rests in the birth canal moments before 
birth. Indeed, a child, who somehow 
miraculously survives the butchery of 
an abortion, should, according to that 
same orthodoxy, be left to die or ac-
tively killed. Sure sounds like fun to me; 
hey, don’t knock it until you’ve tried it.
     I realize that these attitudes have 

Michelle Wolf

JOKES MADE ABOUT ABORTION
AT WHITE HOUSE DINNER

(continued on page 4)
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We have begun our Booster Club again. What is a Booster Club? 
It is an opportunity for like-minded individuals who want to help our 
Knights of Columbus charities to have a contribution noted each 
month in this newsletter. 
If you would like to be a part of this, your first donation (you, for 
example) would be $5.00; each additional name (your wife, for ex-
ample) would cost $3.00. Also, this would be a wonderful way to 
remember loved ones by posting their names for all to see. Please 
fill out the form below to submit names.
Here are our names for the new Booster list:
Bob Anderson,Vice Supreme Master PSD
Edgar Lecuyer
Anne Lecuyer
Dave Dumont, PFN
Thelma Dumont
David Ruppel
Patty Ruppel
Henry J. Cajiao
Tom and Mary Walsh
Henri and Judy Bellavance
In Memory of Earl D. Lochner, Henry Cajiao, Sue Anthony, Henri 
Bellavance Jr., David McConnell, Carol Anderson.

FROM THE DESK
OF OUR GRAND KNIGHT

Danny McConnell GK

FIRST NAME____________________________________

SECOND NAME_________________________________

IN MEMORY OF_________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED____________________________

Please mail this form to 	 Dave Dumont
			   2638 Oakwood Dr.
			   Largo, FL. 33771
			   727-531-0905

Who is my Brother?
“Since 2014, the Knights 
have contributed nearly $19 
million in aid to Christians 
and other religious minorities 
in the Middle East.  Addition-
ally, as part of our advocacy 
on behalf of persecuted re-

ligious mi-
norities in 
Iraq, Syria, 
and the 
surround-
ing region, 
the Knights 
led a ma-
jor cam-
p a i g n …
to declare 

ISIS’ terrorism an act of 
genocide.”  (KofC Website) 
Most Catholics are unaware 
that there are Eastern Rite 
Catholics who celebrate the 
oldest forms of the Mass 
which are still said in Ara-
maic, the language of Christ.  
They live and die in heart 
of Islam but remain faithful.  
They were almost wiped out 
by ISIS, but now this ancient 
Christian community is able 
to return and rebuild with the 
help of the Knights of Colum-
bus.  This is the fruit of what 
Fr. McGivney started 135 
years ago, because this is 
made possible by the strong 

HOW DO YOU ANWSER THIS QUESTION: WHO IS MY BROTHER?

I think you have some serious faith issues.

Brother Knights:
Greetings. I pray all of 
you are doing well. We 
do have quite a few 
members in need of our 
prayers.
At our next meeting, 
June 14, we will be hold-
ing our election of of-
ficers. If you are inter-
ested in becoming an 
officer nominations will 

be taken from the floor.
Our council will be needing a pro- life director 
and membership director. If you are interested, 
please let me know.
Vivet Jesus 
Danny McConnell Grand Knight     

Aaron.Treherne@KofC.org

financial backbone 
of our benefits.  
This is the heart of 
our brotherhood, 
because what you 
do for yourself and 
your family matters 
around the world.  
Tell your friends 
and family and 
please help us 
grow.  Your insur-
ance literally saves 
lives.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Give some thought to becoming an officer in our council. An 
election for all positions will be held on June 14.
Anyone interested in becoming an officer should contact Rich-
ard Luzerne.
The following are the members who are running for office:

Grand Knight: Danny McConnell
Deputy Grand Knight: Pete Grasso
Chancellor: Raymond Spurgeon
Recorder: Jim Hand 
Treasure: Brian Higgins 
Advocate: Tom Walsh
Warden: Fred Myers
Inside Guard: Gene Sanders
Outside Guard: Henry Cajiao
3-Year Trustee: Robert Lamelle

    The New Haven Hall has been booked for a Christ-
mas party on December 15. The band will be Two Dog 
Night.  Mark your calendars. More information will ap-
pear in the next newsletter.     

This first of its kind guide to the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church will help you read through the entire Cat-
echism in just one year! Each day was designed to 
help you learn in 30 minutes or less!

As a yearly guide, 365 Days to Deeper Faith will take 
you from paragraph 1 to 2865 with daily readings mark-
ing the course of your progress through the teachings 
of the Catholic Church.

Published in celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the promulgation of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, it presents Pope Francis’s October 11, 2017, 
speech commemorating the milestone silver anniver-
sary.



been enshrined in American law for 
some time, but what particularly struck 
me about the Correspondents’ Din-
ner was how they were being bandied 
about so shamelessly for the entertain-
ment of the cultural elite. Let’s face it, 
the people in that room—politicians, 
judges, writers, broadcasters, govern-
ment officials—are the top of the food 
chain, among the most influential and 
powerful people in our society. And 
while the killing of children was being 

joked about—especially, mind you, the 
children of the poor, who are dispropor-
tionately represented among the vic-
tims of abortion—most in this wealthy, 
overwhelmingly white, elite audience 
guffawed and applauded.
      When we live in the space beyond 
good and evil, when morality is con-
strued as entirely the invention of per-
sonal freedom, when nothing counts as 
intrinsically wicked, when any claim to 
moral authority is automatically shout-

ed-down, then the will of the most pow-
erful necessarily holds sway. And when 
something or someone gets in the way 
of what the powerful want, well then, 
they just “gotta knock it out of there.”
Michelle Wolf’s comment was not just 
a bad joke; it was a brazen display of 
power, designed to appeal precisely to 
those who have reached the top of the 
greasy pole.

By Bishop Robert Barron (Edited)

ABORTION JOKES.........continued from page 1
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FIRST DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION HELD AT ST. JEROME

On Tuesday night, May 22, new mem-
ber Ron Waters was brought into out 
council.
Due to some complications, a DVD 
was used for the exemplification and it 
worked out fine.
Ron stated that he wants to become in-
volved in our council.

L-R: Jim Blackwell, Financial Secretary; Danny McConnell, Grand Knight; Ron Waters; Pete Grasso, Recordeer; and 
José Carrera, District Deputy.

LEAD WITH FAITH
Knights are committed to daily prayer, weekly Mass, and building 
a community of faith. This is the Knights of Columbus difference, 
knowing that you are backed by a band of brothers in the quest to 
become better Catholic men. Your membership gives you access 

to faith-building materials that will help you draw closer to God and 
lead with faith.



Aaron.Treherne@KofC.org

     One of the most effective ways in 
which the Knights of Columbus has 
helped thousands of women save their 
children is through its Ultrasound Initia-
tive.
       Ultrasound exams, which are medi-
cally necessary throughout pregnancy 
for a variety of diagnostic reasons, use 
ultrasound waves to scan a woman’s 
abdomen, creating a picture or “sono-
gram” of the baby in her uterus. Without 
K of C support, most pregnancy care 
centers would be unable to purchase 
the ultrasound machines, each usually 
costing tens of thousands of dollars.
Providing ultrasound machines to preg-
nancy resource centers has enabled 
many thousands of pregnant women 
to see that their unborn child is a living 
human being. Ultrasound technology 
allows a mother to see her develop-
ing child and recognize the miracle of 
life within her. As a result, thousands 

of mothers have decided to have their 
babies.
     The Supreme Council shares the 
cost of ultrasound machines with state 
and local councils. Since the Knights 
of Columbus Ultrasound Initiative 
launched Jan. 22, 2009 on the 36th an-
niversary of Roe v. Wade, the Supreme 
Court decision that legalized abortion 
in the United States, state and local 
councils have assisted qualified preg-
nancy centers by raising half the cost 
of ultrasound machines.
     In addition to the Ultrasound Initia-
tive, the Knights of Columbus is in the 
forefront of marches for life all around 
the world: in the United States, where 
the annual March in Washington, D.C., 
has now been supplemented by similar 
events in dozens of state capitals as 
well as the West Coast Walk for Life in 
San Francisco; in Canada, where the 
March for Life in Ottawa draws thou-

sands, and where marches are now 
being held in every provincial capital; 
and in the Philippines, where Knights 
helped lead Walk for Life events in Lu-
zon, Visayas and Mindanao.
      The Knights seek nothing less than 
the transformation of today’s culture 
into a new culture of life. And the foun-
dation of this effort must be the bedrock 
of the inviolable dignity of human life at 
every stage and the realization that in 
the great family the Lord intends for his 
people, we are all our brother’s keeper.

BUILDING A CULTURE OF LIFE
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THE LIVES OF SAINTS
St. Thérèse, The Little Flower

by Bishop Donald J. Hying

St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

      Born in Normandy, France, in 1873 
to extremely devout parents, Thérèse 
Martin grew up in a secure, loving and 
prosperous family, surrounded by serv-
ants and Catholic faith. The loss of her 
mother at the tender age of 4 wounded 
her deeply, triggering a distressing ill-
ness and a vision of the Blessed Mother 
smilingly comforting her. As Thérèse’s 
sisters, one by one, left home to join 
the local Carmelite convent, she felt 
the same urgent 
call to religious life 
herself.
 The young 
Thérèse suffered 
from an extremely 
sensitive nature, 
prone to storms 
of copious tears 
and distressing 
scruples. Argu-
ably coddled and 
spoiled by her af-
fectionate father, 
she rose above 
her limitations, 
boldly seeking en-
trance to the con-
vent as a teen-
ager, which was 
against all the rules. When her plead-
ing with the local bishop and even Pope 
Leo XIII during a pilgrimage to Rome 
bore no fruit, Thérèse surrendered her 
will to God and waited. Against all ex-
pectation, she was granted permission 
to enter the cloister at the age of 15, 
joining two of her blood sisters in a hid-
den silence of prayer, renunciation, and 
penance.
     Once the novelty of her new life 
wore off, Sister Thérèse admitted to a 
gnawing restlessness. The long days 
of prayer, silence and work, coupled 
with the dynamic of a vivacious teen-
ager in a cloistered world of much older 
women, made for some daunting chal-
lenges. In her more challenging mo-
ments, Thérèse dreamed of a differ-
ent life, inspired by the glory of Joan 
of Arc, imagining herself as a martyr, 
a missionary---anything other than the 
endless sequence of quiet days behind 
convent walls which she had embraced 
when she professed her vows and put 
on the Carmelite habit.
      In this context of vocational angst, 
the young nun discovered the spiritual-
ity that she would come to call her “Lit-
tle Way” in the pages of Paul’s First Let-
ter to the Corinthians. She read Paul’s 
great hymn to love in Chapter 13 and 
felt a spiritual explosion of joy within 

her: “Love appeared to me to be the 
hinge for my vocation. I saw and real-
ized that love sets off the bounds of all 
vocations, that love is everything.”  
      Thérèse realized that God was call-
ing her to great love, not heroic deeds, 
and that her cloistered life mattered to 
the Lord. Doing little things with enor-
mous love became the nucleus of her 
Little Way. Being kind and patient with 
a cranky old nun in the cell next to her, 

smiling when she 
wanted to cry, lov-
ing a neurotic sister 
who drove her to 
distraction — these 
small acts of virtue 
became Thérèse’s 
path to sanctity. 
The other essential 
component to the 
mystery and mysti-
cism of St. Thérèse 
of Lisieux is the 
depth of her suffer-
ing. Diagnosed with 
tuberculosis in the 
winter of 1897, she 
rapidly deteriorated. 
Exhausted, cough-
ing up blood, real-

izing that she was under a death sen-
tence at the age of 24, the saint was 
plunged into a deep spiritual darkness. 
She despaired of heaven, feeling shut 
out from the Lord’s light and love. 
Maybe she had thrown away her life 
on a naive illusion. Wondering if God 
even existed at times, she pondered 
the tragedy of dying and simply falling 
into an abyss of nothingness. Sensing 
no divine consolation, Thérèse perse-
vered in a radical trust of God’s tender 
love for her, despite fleeting thoughts 
of suicide.

      This dark night of the soul persisted 
until the very moment of her death on 
Sept. 30, 1897, when she looked up to 
heaven with a beatific smile on her face 
and uttered, “My God, I love you!” and 
closed her eyes for the last time. 
     Thérèse was quietly buried in the lo-
cal cemetery, but never forgotten by her 
sisters. Her intense love for Jesus and 
burning desire to do good remained as 
a luminous example of holiness, as did 
her promises that she would spend her 
heaven doing good on earth and that 
she would let drop a shower of roses 
upon those who prayed to her.
     During the horrors of World War 
I, the Lisieux Carmel distributed prayer 
cards to French soldiers, which asked 
for her intercession and protection. 
When the war ended, the convent was 
flooded with hundreds of letters, testi-
fying to the spiritual power of Thérèse 
in the ravaging danger of war. Soldiers 
claimed that they saw her next to them 
in the trenches; one said she pushed 
him out of the way to avoid a mortar 
blast; another hid in a barn at Thérèse’s 
direction and avoided capture. The 
testimonies were so astounding and 
similar that they fueled her cause for 
sainthood and created a sensation 
around the world as these experiences 
became known. Her spiritual autobiog-
raphy, The Story of a Soul, became a 
best-seller.
    Thérèse embraced the mundane 
details of her life as she found it and 
lifted them to the Lord in a glorious act 
of oblation. Her sanctity speaks to the 
subversive power of the Gospel itself, 
which tells us to accept the kingdom 
of God as a child and to embrace our 
weakness, inadequacy and poverty in 
a liberating humility.

The Church’s Marian identity will be honored in a new feast day, on the Monday 
after Pentecost



Chaplain			   Fr. Frans Berkout	 727-595-4610		  frfransatstjeromes@gmail.com
Grand Knight			   Danny Mcconnell	 812-993-1926		  dannymcconnell21@gmail.com
Deputy Grand Knight		  Robert G. Lamelle	 727-584-1234		  rlamelle@tampabay.rr.com
Chancellor			   Jamie M. Zotta		  727-534-1726		  jamiezottarelli@gmail.com
Recorder			   Pete Grasso		  727-223-4965		  grassofuneral@hotmail.com
Financial Secretary		  Jim Blackwell		  727-787-1590		  jimnyan@verizon.net
Treasurer			   Brian J. Higgins		 727-442-2060		  bjhiggs777@verizon.net
Advocate			   Thomas Walsh		  727-215-2833		  spushers@yahoo.com
Warden				   Fred A. Meyers		  727-595-1395		  mefred52@aol.com
Lecturer			   Paul J Friederich 	 727-581-2168 		  PJFriederich@live.co
Inside Guard			   John F. Rowley		  727-586-4863		  jrhr63@aol.com		
Outside Guard			   Henry Cajio		  727-595-4507 		  hjcajio@yahoo.com	
1-year Trustee			   David F. Dumont	 727-531-0905		  david.thelma1960@gmail.com
2-year Trustee			   Ronald G. Klemm	 727-804-4804		  sapper303@verizon.net
3-year Trustee			   Richard McCarthy	 727-585-8319		  carpentar1420@gmail.com
Insurance Agent		  Aaron Treherne		 727-403-7260		  Aaron.Treherne@KofC.org
Newsletter Editor		  Jim Hand		  727-501-3484		  editorjhand@tampabay.rr.com
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What does the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
say about....

Partaking of Communion
under Both Species

1390 Since Christ is sacramentally present under each of the spe-
cies, communion under the species of bread alone makes it possi-
ble to receive all the fruit of Eucharistic grace. For pastoral reasons 
this manner of receiving communion has been legitimately estab-
lished as the most common form in the Latin rite. But “the sign of 
communion is more complete when given under both kinds, since 
in that form the sign of the Eucharistic meal appears more clearly.” 
225 This is the usual form of receiving communion in the Eastern 
rites.


